[Revascularization of the lower limbs with extra-anatomic shunts. Report of 80 cases].
The extra anatomical bypasses are those which do not follow the usual arterial pathway. The aim of this study is to define the indication of extra anatomical bypasses and to compare them with other revascularisation procedures. In this paper we report a retrospective study carried between January 1988 and December 1999 involving 80 patients (78 men and 2 women) who underwent extra anatomical bypasses for revascularisation of their lower limbs (83 bypasses). The mean age of the patients was 62 years. The indication for revascularisation was chronic arteritis of the lower limbs in 72 patients (90%), infected aneurysms in 6 cases (7.5%) and acute aortic dissection in 2 cases (2.5%). We performed an axillo-unifemoral bypass in 23 cases, an axillo-bifemoral in 17, a crossover ilio-femoral or femoro-femoral bypass in 41 cases, and 2 transobturator ilio popliteal bypass right and left in 1 case. Hospital mortality rate was 10%. Hospital morbidity was about 65%. Limb salvage was 78%. Sixty patients were regularly followed during a mean follow-up of 31 months. Late mortality was 10%. In the end of our study global limb salvage rate was 74%. extra-anatomical revascularization allows acceptable limb salvage rate along with lower operative risk even in poor state patients.